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“There are no gardening mistakes, only experiments.” 

Laura M. Nelson, M.D. 
President & CEO

With gratitude,
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Help Us Go Green!  
You’re receiving the printed version 
of the newsletter because we don't 
have an active email address on 
file for your household or you've 
specifically requested it. For the most 
current communications from us, 
please consider updating your email 
preferences at GBBG.org/Email.

On the Cover 
Arendt Conifer Garden
September, 2025

— Janet Kilburn Phillips

Dear Members & Friends of the Garden,

As we reflect on another year, we are reminded that 
every season of growth is made possible by people like 
you. Rooted in 30 years (and then some!) of history, the 
Garden continues to thrive thanks to the vision of our 
founders and the generosity of our donors, corporate 
partners, volunteers, members, and staff. Together, 
you help create a place where people of all ages can 
connect with plants, nature, and one another.

This year marked an exciting milestone as we launched 
Woodland Wonders presented by Selner Tree & Shrub 
Care. Centered around the theme of trees, Woodland 
Wonders invites guests to explore nature, imagination, 
and discovery through gardens, art, and interpretation. 

Trees provide beauty, shade, habitat, and countless 
benefits to wildlife and people alike, and the exhibit has 
allowed us to share those stories in new and engaging 
ways. We've learned a great deal along the way and are 
grateful to everyone who joined us in exploring this new 
chapter for the Garden.

We also continued to expand opportunities that support 
personal wellbeing and connection. This summer marked 
the second season of our Monday Wellness Walks, 
where members gathered each week to experience the 
Garden's ever-changing landscape. The conversations, 
observations, and shared appreciation for the Garden 
remind me how meaningful these connections can be.

Community partnerships continue to play an important 
role in our mission. One highpoint this spring was Artists in 
Bloom, featuring talented students from Green Bay East 
High School’s Fine Arts Institute. Through music, dance, 
spoken word, and visual art, these young artists shared 
their creativity with Garden guests in inspiring ways and 
demonstrated the power of art to bring people together.

We were also pleased to continue our partnership with 
The Art Garage through Plein Air Tuesdays, welcoming 
artists to the Garden throughout September to capture its 
beauty through painting and drawing. Watching artists 
interpret the landscape through their own creative lens 
offers guests a unique perspective on the natural world.

Behind the scenes, we continue to invest in the Garden's 
future. This year, we completed a comprehensive 
facility plan that will serve as a roadmap for preventive 
maintenance, infrastructure improvements, and long-
term stewardship of our grounds and buildings. At the 
same time, we are continually evaluating our programs, 
events, and experiences to ensure they align with the 
interests and preferences of our guests while advancing 
our mission.

As guests enjoy summer and fall here, planning for 
Garden of Lights presented by Wisconsin Public Service 
Foundation begins, and by the end of September, 
setup is well underway. As our largest annual fundraiser, 
Garden of Lights plays a vital role in supporting the 
Garden's operations, educational programs, and future 
growth. This year, guests can look forward to exciting new 
experiences alongside many of the traditions they know 
and love. We are hopeful for favorable winter weather 
and another memorable season!

As we celebrate our 30th anniversary, we are deeply 
grateful for your support and belief in the Garden's 
mission. Whether you visit regularly, volunteer your time, 
attend events, support us financially, or share your 
enthusiasm with others, you are helping ensure that 
Green Bay Botanical Garden continues to flourish for 
generations to come.

Thank you for being part of our story and helping write its 
next chapter.

Call for Board Nominees 
Nominees complete an application form and are reviewed and recommended to the Board by the 
Governance Committee. The Board then recommends approval by the general membership at the Garden’s 
Annual Report to Our Community on October 29. According to Article 3, Section 3 of the Garden’s bylaws, the 
general membership and members of the Board of Directors may present candidates for nomination at any 
time to the Governance Committee. However, candidate nominations from the general membership close sixty 
(60) days prior to the Annual Meeting. If you or someone you know is interested, reach out to Laura M. Nelson, 
MD, President & CEO, at 920.593.5665 or lnelson@gbbg.org by August 30.

Tom Arndt
Board Chair

Year in 
Review

Green Bay Botanical Garden connects people with plants by providing 
year-round educational and recreational experiences for everyone in 

an environment that engages, inspires, and refreshes.

May 1, 2025–April 30, 2026

164,216 
Throughout the seasons, guests discovered art, nature, and 
memorable moments that inspired curiosity, environmental 
awareness, and deeper appreciation for the natural world.

Guests

91,000 
guests visited Washed Ashore 

50,259 
guests attended special events, including:
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41,988 
guests attended  
Garden of Lights

86  
weddings were held at the Garden

322 
private rentals hosted

6,900 
guests attended the 

Garden’s two summer 
concert series



6,114 
member households

Dedicated members helped sustain the Garden’s mission while enjoying 
year-round opportunities to experience, learn, and grow.

Membership

2,345 
new and rejoining members

Volunteers
Volunteers strengthen the Garden by caring for our collections, 
supporting programs, and creating welcoming experiences for 

every guest.

643 
total volunteers

8,569 
volunteer hours

58 
new volunteers

31 
community groups volunteered 944 hours
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Rooted in Community
Our roots run deep in northeast Wisconsin through partnerships that expand 

access, strengthen communities, and connect more people with nature.

7,591 
guests received free daily 

admission through community 
access initiatives

10,359 
Wisconsin native plants 
donated through the  

Northeast Wisconsin Pollinator 
Corridor Project

1,991 

vegetable plants donated  
to strengthen community 

gardens, schools, and  
nonprofit organizations 

1,301 
guests visited through  

Museums for All

1,449 
pounds of produce grown  

and harvested in partnership  
with Aspiro for local food 

assistance efforts

556 
daily admission passes and 

75 family memberships  
donated to community 

organizations

360 
local youth experienced  
Washed Ashore through  

sponsored admission

225 
community members 

enjoyed Garden of Lights 
through nonprofit  
access programsGarden of Lights Set-Up Team honored as runner-up in 

the 2026 Volunteer Center of Brown County Awards
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Reducing paper waste through  
automatic membership renewal

Education
Through hands-on learning and community partnerships, the 
Garden inspires curiosity and fosters a lifelong appreciation  

for plants and the natural world.

1,410 
family members participated in educational 
programs, including 120 in the new 
Discovery Carts program

3,298 
adults participated in classes, tours, and 
community presentations

3,810 
youth participated in nature-based learning, 
joined by 1,299 adult caregivers
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Sustaining the Earth
Sustainable practices throughout the Garden help conserve 

resources, strengthen local ecosystems, and create a healthier 
environment for future generations.

43,861 
native Wisconsin plants 

(43.8% of the collection)

360 sq. ft. of turf converted to 
sedges, meadows, and natives

55% of member households use 
digital membership cards

Plant Collections
Through diverse living collections, horticultural expertise, and nationally 

recognized plant trials, the Garden showcases plants that thrive in northeast 
Wisconsin while helping guests discover plants for their own landscapes.

291,989 
spring-flowering bulbs

21,371 
annual plants

102,331 
perennial plants

4,298 
plant species and varieties
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The Garden’s Living Collection

Nationally Accredited Collections & Display Gardens 
Magnolia Multisite Nationally Accredited Plant Collection™  
American Conifer Society Reference Garden  
American Hosta Society Display Garden  
American Hemerocallis Society Display Garden

Supporting Self-Guided Discovery 
8,233 permanent plant labels for self-guided learning

Advancing Plant Research 
By participating in national plant trials, the Garden helps identify outstanding plant varieties  
for home gardeners while providing hands-on research opportunities for interns and future 
horticulture professionals. 

American Rose Trials for Sustainability 
(1 of 27 trial sites)

All-America Selections Ornamental In-Ground Seed Trial 
(1 of 50 trial sites)

Supported invasive species 
management by rearing purple loosestrife 
beetles in partnership with Oneida Nation
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This year, Green Bay Botanical Garden celebrates 30 
years of connecting people with plants through year-
round educational and recreational experiences. As we 
reflect on this milestone, we're grateful for the founders, 
donors, volunteers, and community supporters whose 
vision and generosity helped transform an idea into the 
thriving Garden we enjoy today.

Every garden begins with someone willing to plant a seed 
and believe in what it can become. Thirty years ago, our 
founders and supporters invested in a future they might 
never fully see. Because of them, millions of guests have 
discovered the beauty of the Garden, children have 
learned from nature, and our community has gained a 
place to gather, celebrate, and grow.

Today, that same spirit of generosity continues to shape 
the Garden's future.

Annual gifts help care for our gardens, support 
educational programs, maintain plant collections, and 
create meaningful experiences for guests of all ages 
year round. Many supporters are also choosing to leave 
a lasting legacy through planned giving. Since 2010, 
legacy gifts to the Garden have averaged more than 
$80,000, helping ensure that future generations can enjoy 
and benefit from this special place.

The Garden we enjoy today was built by people who 
believed in tomorrow. As we celebrate 30 years, your 
support helps ensure that future generations inherit a 
Garden that is just as vibrant, welcoming, and inspiring 
as the one we cherish today. Learn more about the 
Garden’s history at GBBG.org/30Years.

Ways to Give

•	Donate or set up monthly giving as an Evergreen 
Champion at GBBG.org/Give

•	Donor-Advised Fund (DAFs)

•	IRA Charitable Rollover

•	Gifts of Stock

•	Employer Matching Gifts

•	Legacy Giving throughout our Perennial Legacy 
Society. Visit GBBG.org/Legacy to learn more.

•	Support the Garden Team with new tools, equipment, 
and more. Visit GBBG.org/WishList for details.

For more information on how you can support the 
Garden, contact Cindy Berton, Director of Development, 
at cberton@gbbg.org or 920.593.5663.
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Growing the
Next 30 Years

Financial 
Snapshot32% 

Special Events

17% 
Membership

16% 
Contributions

16% 
Daily Admission & Gift Shop

13% 
Weddings & Rentals

6% 
Other Earned Income

Making Connections
Through a strategic mix of digital communications, media outreach, and storytelling, the 

Garden connected with audiences across northeast Wisconsin and beyond.

Social Media
77,680 followers  

8.5 million engagements  

743,659 impressions

Website
262,279 visitors  

964,007 page views

Media Relations
471 media mentions  

78 million reached

40,403 subscribers 

2,905 new subscribers

Email

Total Support  
& Earned Income
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The Garden’s net assets now total  
$31.2 million, including $436,000 

allocated to capital renovations and 
additions. More than $278,000 of those 

investments were contributed through 
private donations, with the balance 
supported by endowment earnings.
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Events & Exhibits

Included with Daily Admission 
Free for Members 
Now–April 30, 2027

Step into woodland-inspired gardens, discover art woven 
throughout the space, and explore how trees shape our 
world — all season long.

See Art & Garden Displays  
Through August 31 | 9 am–8 pm 
September 1–30 | 9 am–6:30 pm 
October 1–4 | 9 am–5 pm

Visit GBBG.org/Woodland Wonders for exhibit details.

Take Woodland Wonders With You 
There's more to discover in Woodland Wonders with the 
Garden app. Listen to stories behind the exhibit, explore 
audio tours, complete scavenger hunts, and navigate 
with a map that shows your real-time location.

Download the Garden app by visiting GBBG.org/App.

Available for iOS and Android. Simply search Green Bay 
Botanical Garden.

Brews, Bistros & Bonfires featuring  
Homegrown: Zac Brown Band Tribute

Friday, September 11 | 7–9 pm

Sample craft brews, devour delicious food, and keep 
warm with bonfires as you enjoy a show that’s authentic, 
energetic, and a celebration of Zac Brown Band. 

Must be 21 or older to attend. 

Unable to get your tickets online? 
Call the Garden at 920.490.9457 or visit during regular 
Garden hours to purchase tickets.

Order a Boxed Dinner  
Order from FOODelicious at GBBG.org/MusicinBloom by 
12 pm on Wednesday, September 9, and pick up your 
meal the night of the concert.

Picnic in the Garden  
Feel free to bring your own picnic or buy snacks from 
concessions. 

No alcohol carry-ins allowed. 

Visit GBBG.org/Concerts for details.

Thank You to Our Sponsors
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Garden 
Happenings
Take a stroll this fall, see the leaves change color, and  
discover something more at the Garden.

Members–Only Events
Registration required.

Putting the Garden to Bed Walk 
September 22 | 5–6:30 pm 
Mark Konlock, Director of Horticulture 

Discover how the Horticulture Team expertly helps make 
autumn garden work effortless and environmentally friendly.

Lights of the Present & Future 
November 17 | 4–5:30 pm 
Sarah Pingel, Horticulturist & Plant Recorder 
Jimmy Van Meter, Horticulturist

Go behind-the-scenes of Garden of Lights presented by 
WPS Foundation, and learn how the team lights up the 
Garden!

 	 Member Appreciation Week 
September 20–26

Rooted Together: Celebrating 30 Years with Our Members

Being a Garden member means more than free admission! 
It's being part of a community that has helped the Garden 
flourish for three decades. 

During Member Appreciation Week, we'll celebrate 
with exclusive experiences, early access to the Garden, 
special tours, refreshments, giveaways, and surprises 
throughout the week. 

Whether you're a longtime member or considering 
joining for the first time, it's a wonderful reminder of the 
connections, memories, and moments that grow here 
every day.

Dog Days 
October 4, 18, 25 | 9 am–2 pm

Grab the leash and head to the Garden for our fall Dog 
Days! Well-behaved, leashed dogs are invited to explore 
the beauty of autumn alongside their favorite humans.

Member dogs receive free admission on Dog Days, 
making it even easier to enjoy the changing colors, crisp 
air, and scenic trails together.

Annual Report to Our Community 
Thursday, October 29 | 7:30–9 am

Registration required. More details and invitation to 
follow. Visit GBBG.org/MemberEvents for full details.

Calling All Snowbirds
�
Heading to a sunnier spot this winter? Don’t forget 
to renew your Garden membership before you go! 
With reciprocal admission to more than 400 gardens 
nationwide, your membership travels with you. 

Renew now to skip mailing delays and enjoy beautiful 
gardens all winter long – no snow boots required! 

You can renew in a variety of ways:

• Online at GBBG.org/Membership

• By phone at 920.490.9457

• By mail

• In person

Garden Hours
�

September 
Daily | 9 am-6:30 pm

October 
Daily | 9 am–5 pm

November 1–15 
Daily | 9 am–4 pm

November 16–December 30 
Monday–Friday | 9 am–4 pm

Visit GBBG.org/Hours for closures.

BREWS, BISTROS, & BONFIRESBREWS, BISTROS, & BONFIRES
Presented by

Contributing Concessions

Terri Trantow-Witek 
& Paul Witek

Contributing Beverage

Dar Stumpf
Investor

In Kind

Presenting
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NEW
!
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Life-Long Learners
Get inspired and learn new skills through one of our 
educational classes.

Nature & Gardening
�
Guided Tree Walk 
September 1, October 6 | 9:30–10:30 am

Dried Floral Arranging 
September 17 | 4–6 pm

Preparing Your Garden for Overwintering 
October 8 | 10 am–12 pm

Wellness
�
Hatha Yoga 
5-part series:  
October 5, 12, 19, 26, November 2 | 5:30–6:30 pm

Gong & Guided Meditation: “Becoming My True Song” 
October 14 | 5:30–6:45 pm

Tai Chi 
3-part series:  
October 21, 28, November 4 | 10–11 am

Sound Healing Submersion 
November 3 | 6:30–7:30 pm

Arts & Crafts
�
Woodburned Flower Press 
September 30 | 6–8 pm

iPhone Photography Series 
4-part series: 
September 18, 25, October 2, 9 | 10–11:30 am

Painting with Paige 
November 11 |6–8 pm

Don’t delay!

Register right away as classes may fill quickly. We also 
value our instructors’ time, so classes may risk being 
canceled due to low early enrollment. Please reference 
our website for registration and cancelation policies.

Scan the code or visit GBBG.org/Calendar to see our full 
calendar of upcoming classes.

Wednesday, September 9 | 5–8 pm

Savor an elegant six-course meal prepared by PoshNosh 
Kitchen on the Mabel Thome Patio, featuring locally 
grown produce and farm-fresh ingredients. Limited 
availability. Reservations required. 

Visit GBBG.org/FieldtoFork for details.

Thank You to Our Sponsors 

Fall Free Day
Sunday, September 27 
Free Admission for All | 9 am–6:30 pm

Celebrate our anniversary and the Garden’s deep roots 
in the community! Enjoy a fall day in the Garden, explore 
Woodland Wonders, discover changing colors and 
blooms, and more.

Visit GBBG.org/FallDay for details.

Where Nature Shines Bright 
Experience the wonder of the season as dazzling light 
displays transform the Garden into an unforgettable 
experience. Wander among glowing blooms, whimsical 
creatures, and enchanting scenes while creating lasting 
memories with family and friends. 

Visit GBBG.org/Lights for details.

Tickets on Sale 
Garden Members | October 26 | 9 am 
General Public |  November 2 | 9 am

Make Spirits Bright with Groups of 25 or More 
Whether it's walking with family and friends, or gifting 
tickets to your team, enjoy the season together with 
discounted light show tickets.

‘Tis the Season to Host & Toast 
Create new traditions or celebrate old ones with your 
friends, family, or company guests. Host a holiday party 
for a smaller group (50-150 guests) or choose a Private 
Night for up to 1,000 guests. Experience the refreshed 
Cornerstone Foundation Hall, sip specialty drinks, and be 
dazzled by the light show.

Visit GBBG.org/Lights for details.

Twinkling Lights & Shimmering Rings: A Winter 
Wonderland Proposal Experience 
Plan an unforgettable, romantic moment surrounded by 
Garden of Lights, the perfect magical place for popping 
the question.

Visit GBBG.org/Proposal for details.

Thank You to Our Sponsor

Gift Happiness with the WPS Trellis Gift Shop 
Find meaningful gifts inspired by nature for everyone on 
your list. From unique décor and locally crafted treasures 
to books and seasonal favorites, every purchase supports 
the Garden. Shop during Garden of Lights or visit year-
round during regular Garden hours.

Give the Gift of the Garden 
Share the Garden’s beauty all year long with a gift 
membership starting at just $55. Benefits include 
discounted tickets, free daily admission, and more!

Visit GBBG.org/Membership for details.

Presented by
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Calling Volunteers!
Dig into something meaningful this fall and winter! Help 
plant bulbs for next spring, support exciting Garden 
events, or spread holiday cheer. No matter your interests, 
there's a volunteer role where you can make a difference.

Bulb Bash 
Help us plant the seeds of spring! Join fellow volunteers 
as we plant tens of thousands of bulbs into the ground for 
next year's spectacular display. A great activity for groups!

Garden of Lights presented by WPS Foundation 
Volunteer and spread holiday cheer – all while 
supporting the Garden’s largest annual fundraiser. 
Opportunities are available in concessions, admissions, 
parking, and more!

For more information on the above opportunities, 
contact Emma Moore, Volunteer & Development 
Coordinator at 920.593.5682 or volunteer@gbbg.org.

Volunteer Spotlight:  
Garden of Lights Set-Up Team
�
We are thrilled to share that our Garden of Lights Set-Up 
Team received the Large Group Runner Up Award at the 
Volunteer Center of Brown County Awards, presented by 
Wisconsin Public Service Foundation! We are so proud of 
this group for the work they do and the impact they have.

Thank You to Our Sponsors 

Dar Stumpf

Supporting

Basic Hospitality

In Kind

Terri Trantow-Witek & Paul Witek

Bay Towel
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November 27–29, December 3–6, 10–13, 
17–23, & 26–30 

4:30–9 pm | Closed November 26, 
December 24, 25, 31
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Imagine – you’re walking through a forest of towering 
oaks and pines. Birds chirp, squirrels scurry, and leaves 
rustle, but no foreign sounds can be heard. You notice 
the light trickling through the canopy to the forest floor, 
and the different hues of green, gold, copper with pops 
of white, red, burgundy. A soft breeze brushes your 
cheek and you take a deep breath… How does it feel?

There’s something about a walk in the woods that instantly 
calms our souls. Many of us will instinctively seek out green 
spaces when life feels too overwhelming. When you stop to 
think about it, we are intimately connected to nature. The 
air we breathe, the food we eat, the water we drink, is all 
provided by the natural world.

But often, our day-to-day routines pull us away from these 
instinctual experiences. Some have even become so 
dissociated from the outdoors that a walk in the woods can 
seem uneasy, even scary, and those emotions overtake the 
calming experience. The good news – we don’t need to 
seek out a far-off forest… even a walk through a local park, 
backyard, or botanical garden can reconnect us. 

Nature as Nurturer
�
Even just 10 minutes of experiencing natural environments 
has positive emotional and physical impacts. If those 10 

minutes here and 20 minutes there add up to 2 hours 
throughout the week, then you’ll fully access the benefits 
of nature. According to a 2020 study of 20,000 people 
conducted by the University of Exeter, a cumulative 2 
hours is the minimum time folks need to spend in nature 
per week to experience its impact – happier mood, 
decreased stress, slowed blood pressure, improved 
immune response, and more.

But nature also nurtures us in ways that go beyond our 
physical health. Time outdoors strengthens our sense of 
connection — to the changing seasons, to the wildlife 
that shares these spaces, to the people we explore with, 
and even to ourselves. A walk through the woods often 
encourages conversation, sparks childhood memories, or 
simply offers a quiet moment to reflect. 

In a world that often moves at a relentless pace, nature 
invites us to slow down, be present, and remember that 
we're part of something much larger than ourselves. 
Perhaps that's one of the greatest gifts a forest can offer… 
not just better health, but a renewed sense of belonging.

Find the full piece on our website! Visit GBBG.org/Forests.

The Bell Children’s Garden closes mid-November through mid-January for  
Garden of Lights. Hours are seasonal and may change during special events.  

Visit GBBG.org/Hours for details.

Camp
�

Budding Buddies 
Ages 3–5 with adult 

3-Part Series: Fridays, October 16, 23, 30 | 9:30–11 am

Self-Guided Activities
�

Included with Daily Admission, Free for Garden Members unless otherwise noted.  
Available during regular Garden hours through October 31 (excluding special events).

Story Time  
Tuesdays through October 27 | 10–10:30 am 

Nature-themed stories and activities.

Stop & Learn Signs 
Seek out educational signs placed throughout  

the Garden to dig deeper into nature.

Discovery Boxes  
Search for boxes placed throughout the Garden 

containing games and activities for kids.

Scavenger Hunts 
Using the Garden app, hunt for clues and discover  

plants and animals in the Garden.

S.E.E.D. Packs 
Search, Explore, Experience, and Discover the Garden! 

Packs include short lessons, games, and  
observation activities.

Thank You to Our Sponsors

Community PartnersContributing

Presenting

Sustaining 

Grants

Sponsors as of 7.22.26

Fan Photos
Here are some of our favorite shots from the summer. Remember to post your photos of the Garden 

on social media and tag us as your location. They may end up in our next newsletter!

I Uncharted carmenduran_art Dave Junion MayBelle Images Jill Winebrenner Renken
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From lowering stress to inspiring wonder,
 discover why time among the trees is good

 for your mind, body, and spirit.
By Linda Gustke, Director of Education

Why Forests Make 
Us Feel Better
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The Garden connects people with plants by 
providing year-round educational and recreational 

experiences for everyone in an environment that 
engages, inspires, and refreshes.

What's Inside
�

A Year in Review:  
Our Annual Report

Growing for the Next 30 Years

Why Forests Make Us Feel Better

and More!

Upcoming Events
�

Music in Bloom presented  
by Employment Resource Group: 

Brews, Bistros, & Bonfires

Member Appreciation Week

Fall Free Day

Garden of Lights presented 
by Wisconsin Public Service 

Foundation

For the latest on what’s happening at the Garden, sign up for our e-newsletter and follow us on: 

Visit GBBG.org for details on our classes, activities, events, volunteering, membership, and more.
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