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Year in 
Review

Green Bay Botanical Garden connects people with plants by providing 
year-round educational and recreational experiences for everyone in 

an environment that engages, inspires, and refreshes.

May 1, 2025–April 30, 2026

164,216 
Throughout the seasons, guests discovered art, nature, and 
memorable moments that inspired curiosity, environmental 
awareness, and deeper appreciation for the natural world.

Guests

91,000 
guests visited Washed Ashore 

50,259 
guests attended special events, including:

41,988 
guests attended  
Garden of Lights

86  
weddings were held at the Garden

322 
private rentals hosted

6,900 
guests attended the 

Garden’s two summer 
concert series



6,114 
member households

Dedicated members helped sustain the Garden’s mission while enjoying 
year-round opportunities to experience, learn, and grow.

Membership

2,345 
new and rejoining members

Volunteers
Volunteers strengthen the Garden by caring for our collections, 
supporting programs, and creating welcoming experiences for 

every guest.

643 
total volunteers

8,569 
volunteer hours

58 
new volunteers

31 
community groups volunteered 944 hours
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Garden of Lights Set-Up Team honored as runner-up in 
the 2026 Volunteer Center of Brown County Awards
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Rooted in Community
Our roots run deep in northeast Wisconsin through partnerships that expand 

access, strengthen communities, and connect more people with nature.

7,591 
guests received free daily 

admission through community 
access initiatives

10,359 
Wisconsin native plants 
donated through the  

Northeast Wisconsin Pollinator 
Corridor Project

1,991 

vegetable plants donated  
to strengthen community 

gardens, schools, and  
nonprofit organizations 

1,301 
guests visited through  

Museums for All

1,449 
pounds of produce grown  

and harvested in partnership  
with Aspiro for local food 

assistance efforts

556 
daily admission passes and 

75 family memberships  
donated to community 

organizations

360 
local youth experienced  
Washed Ashore through  

sponsored admission

225 
community members 

enjoyed Garden of Lights 
through nonprofit  
access programs
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Reducing paper waste through  
automatic membership renewal

Education
Through hands-on learning and community partnerships, the 
Garden inspires curiosity and fosters a lifelong appreciation  

for plants and the natural world.

1,410 
family members participated in educational 
programs, including 120 in the new 
Discovery Carts program

3,298 
adults participated in classes, tours, and 
community presentations

3,810 
youth participated in nature-based learning, 
joined by 1,299 adult caregivers
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Sustaining the Earth
Sustainable practices throughout the Garden help conserve 

resources, strengthen local ecosystems, and create a healthier 
environment for future generations.

43,861 
native Wisconsin plants 

(43.8% of the collection)

360 sq. ft. of turf converted to 
sedges, meadows, and natives

55% of member households use 
digital membership cards

Supported invasive species 
management by rearing purple loosestrife 
beetles in partnership with Oneida Nation



Plant Collections
Through diverse living collections, horticultural expertise, and nationally 

recognized plant trials, the Garden showcases plants that thrive in northeast 
Wisconsin while helping guests discover plants for their own landscapes.

291,989 
spring-flowering bulbs

21,371 
annual plants

102,331 
perennial plants

4,298 
plant species and varieties
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The Garden’s Living Collection

Nationally Accredited Collections & Display Gardens 
Magnolia Multisite Nationally Accredited Plant Collection™  
American Conifer Society Reference Garden  
American Hosta Society Display Garden  
American Hemerocallis Society Display Garden

Supporting Self-Guided Discovery 
8,233 permanent plant labels for self-guided learning

Advancing Plant Research 
By participating in national plant trials, the Garden helps identify outstanding plant varieties  
for home gardeners while providing hands-on research opportunities for interns and future 
horticulture professionals. 

American Rose Trials for Sustainability 
(1 of 27 trial sites)

All-America Selections Ornamental In-Ground Seed Trial 
(1 of 50 trial sites)
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Growing the
Next 30 Years

Financial 
Snapshot32% 

Special Events

17% 
Membership

16% 
Contributions

16% 
Daily Admission & Gift Shop

13% 
Weddings & Rentals

6% 
Other Earned Income

Making Connections
Through a strategic mix of digital communications, media outreach, and storytelling, the 

Garden connected with audiences across northeast Wisconsin and beyond.

Social Media
77,680 followers  

8.5 million engagements  

743,659 impressions

Website
262,279 visitors  

964,007 page views

Media Relations
471 media mentions  

78 million reached

40,403 subscribers 

2,905 new subscribers

Email

Total Support  
& Earned Income

© Lindy J Gilson Images

The Garden’s net assets now total  
$31.2 million, including $436,000 

allocated to capital renovations and 
additions. More than $278,000 of those 

investments were contributed through 
private donations, with the balance 
supported by endowment earnings.


